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FATHER NETL: I was born and ralsec 
■ tn St, Paul* Minnesota and [ grew uj 
: there, went through the public schools' 

: there; graduar^iifrom Cart eton Colt Lv.t 
; in North field, Minnesota, Ln 1957, an c 
I graduated from Seabury Western Ideo - 
logic al Seminary in I960, My firm 
church wau in Wichita, Kansas. My 
neir church was in Chicago, and freer 
Chicago I came our here (to Cati- 
fornifl), I've bein -ur here for iuui 
and a half years now. 


Q; When did you become actively in- 
volved In the civil and human rights 
struggle, and would you describe then 
period? 


FATHER NEIL: Act uajly* t first be- 
came Involved in th? human rights an*, 
civil rights struggle when l was 7 years 
old, when my mother and father got 
me out on a picket line* picketing tht 
grade school. ! was lit the second grade 
31 that tlmr. And, a:-; l look back or 
it now, | know now whet wan grjLu L 
down* There were r.ither deplorable 
conditions at That time; tbai w.ih hack 
in around 1942, And so 1 got invnlvec 
actively In die struggle when l wa> 
7 years old. They were pick -ting tht 
school back then, even; and that's Lr 
5t. Faul, Minnesota [of ell places). 
Then, during die time I was In higl 
school and In colle.cc, l w43 very 
much involved with the local NAACP 
At that time that was die only clvl' 
rights organization In ess atones. My 
involvement continued through the tlmt 
when I was In i r e Seminary* When 
was in Wichita. Kansas, 1 worked wjil 
the NAACF there. 


When I went to Chicago, chat wn 
back in 1964, I got Involved in thr 
civil rights movement in the South 
i hi ring the summer of 1964 1 worfcet 
with an organization called COFf 


AS TOLD BY 
FATHER EARL A. NEIL. 


: Qt Father Nell* could you tell us 
: something about your background 

where you're from, and how you cairn 
j to be a minister? 


HALLELUJAH ! 

THE PEOPLE'S 
REVOLUTIONARY 
GOSPEL 


Faihar Eari A. Neil, of Stitni A u- 
jTWSliFie's Apis roped Church m Oakland. 
California, Aos infCcTm? treH-jkndun 
figure, over (he post few years, par- 
ticularly, .■lirfloujf'li hit haa fctrtfrt re- 
cently placed ma high-ranking position 
within the Episcopal Church, onri has 
bean a strong and righteous voice dii- 
fendtng the rights of oppressed people, 
he has 6rit.u called by the racist V. S, 
power structure everything tmlachild- 
of-Cwod . The fotlowfng, record m-dnpth 
infertile w with Father Nail, re veals 
why Mis is so, for he bos practiced 
what he preached: 
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■unci! df Federated Organizations), 
ch was an organization brought 
iiic by the combined efforts of SNCC, 
RE and state civil rlfthta groups 
ihe State of Mississippi, "Ihgy were 
n taring their effarta In a voter re- 
traticn drive In the South at that 
ie. The place where they were having 
moat difficulty wtli In Southwest 
isiaslppl* In a place called McComb, 
nsissippf, which Is about 60 miles 
nhwesi of Jackson. That place Is so 
I that even Janie a LjastJand doesn't 
b bother to campaign there, because 
ts are just so out of sight and so 
lded by their racism, In McComh, 
"Ing, the summer of 1964, there were 
least 28 bombings and burnings 
homes and or churches. It wan con- 
urfrd Lh e most dangerous a rea I n the 
nh, and. Indeed, In the State of 
aslsslppi at that time* 

30 F0 sent out a call for people 
■m around the country to come and 
p Iti voter registration efforts there, 
as one of the per&nne who responded 
That call, and went down there. It 
a a very Educational experience for 
\ and. somewhat of a turning point 
my own life. For then 1 realty saw, 
at band, Just what the conditions were 
the South; rind it was JuSC like 
ither country. It was the first time 
it l ever felt completely helpless, 
i didn't know where to turn* f mean 
n It really came dawn on ms, the 
ndltinus were just ihnt critical, 

TT 1 L 3 wav first brought home to me 
an the plane landed 111 Jackson and 
1 travelling companion, another 
teat* and my a elf went to the motel 
ere were staying. The first thing 
did was to call the FBI, to let 
rm. know We were there. And, the FBI 
1 . 1 f a very ominous a caiemerti to ua, 
d pointed out to us thnt if anything 
ppened to us, we understood, of 
urse, that they Could not Step In, 
leas there was a violation of civil 
Ms. In other wordg, if ws got tiffed 

I He we were down There* they could 

nothing to prevent this, They could 
ly asep in alter some action hod 
ppsned. Then, after telling us, they 
Id, "Now will you please give ua the 
-n eh .if you r n ext of k Lit" 1 , Thl a *a 5 
very dflVSStatlng thing to mr.\ be- 

II he I knew that If anyth Lug did 
;jpGii there, you could not appeal to 
? city police, the county police, the 
-ire police or to the FBI, because 
r une thinji They're all part and par- 
1 of Thu asms racist* oppressive op- 
utlon in Th? United Sr tups. Ah I was 
lying, this was the fir at time I renllv 
It heipless and powerless; and l was 
:ry* very frightened* 


Well, Lf l was frightened, the people 
in McComb were ten times as 
frightened, because they had to live 
with this fear, with These condition a, 
ail the bnmbtnga and burnings [which 
were particularly numerous during the 
summer) all through their liven rhere. 
Thl g has been the situation, with the 
White CtrUnns Connell and the Klan 
running through the Black com- 
munities, trying to destroy them. 

While I was In Mississippi, on August 
2 h, 1964, the -Society' Hill Baptist Church 
was bombed, At thin church mass 
meetings had brjon held during the 
summer* ury ing to get people out to 
citizenship cl a a sea, and trying to get 
them out to register to vote, ihe 
church had been uHod for thl S pu tpose, 
and, jh 1 mentioned, on August 2b, 
1964, the church was bombed, at about 
11:30 that night; and about half an hour 
later, the lmme where this other priest 
and 1 were staying was bombed, 

Q; Was It the home of a local resi- 
dent? 

FATHER NEILr Yea it wan. It was the 
home of Mrs. Alyefle Quinn* Mrs., 
Quinn was one of the few Black people 
who did have the courage to Came out, 
openly identify with the civil rights 
workers at chat time, litis is not to 
say thnt the ocher Blacks did not have 
That courage; but she w.as Just one of 
the few Blacks who ictus! ly stepped 
nut and was Identified AH One of the 
local leaders in Mississippi* 


In the citizenship classes that •#» 
held, wc schooled the citizens an ho* 
ia take ihe voter registration mats and 
how to vote, and so forth. Another thing 
which stood out In my mini and made 
b great Impression on me when 1 was 
in McComb [3 when we wont around 
duu r - tu-daor In The Ell ack com inunlty to 
canvass the people. Sonia of the people, 
an soon as They saw ua, knew whet we 
wore there for, and they would not let 
us In. Same people would* There was 
one house we went to, there were about 
b Blacks Sitting on the front porch* 
Tills other preachti and 1 went up 10 
it, iind we started talking with them, 
just exchanging courtesies with them, 
nnrt wha: have you* As -™ as *e 
naid we would like for you to come out 
TO the Citizenship Classes, they all 
gor up off the porch and went into the 
house. That was testimony to me. It 
showed me how paralyzed with f-n f the 
people Wars. 

One final point about McOr.mb, that 
has not been brought out, and it's true 
of the whole civil rights struggle, that 


in McComh the Black community 
there, because of the bombings 
and burnings that had gone on there* 
the Black comm unity armed It self. 
They made that decision. They armed 
the ms elves to defend their community 
against these night riders, Aad the 
philosophy they up prated on want "You 
have to bring your life to take mine*” 
And this E s a thing chat was not 
pointed out. This was a fart of the 
civil rights movement iu 1964 chat has 
not been brought our In literature or 
In writings about nr* And lc r e signi- 
ficant, too, that in the very next year, 
lu the spring of 19 65, the Deacons for 
Defense and Justice came am. This wat 
ihe first Black group in this century 
that stood up and came out publicly 
and stated that they would defend wbh 
weapons the lives of the community, 
and the property' of Blacks and the com- 
munity. And this Is Oat Hn attitude or 
position that they came to overnight* 
This has been a history in the South; 
and 1 think That It's Important to bring 
that DUE about the struggle., 

Q; That even back In 1964 uji entire 
community armed itself? 

FATHER NEIL: Right, fa r self defen so, 

t); Even though they used the tactic of 
non- violence, etc.? 

FATHER NEIL: Correct, because they 
knew that the power structure would 
respond to the peaceful, non-violent 
picketing with violence* So the Idnu 
wuh, when you respond tn tbnm with 
violence, we're going to defend their 
t Ivefi, 

Q; We could say, then, that Malcolm 
X did have quite a far-reaching af- 
fect, even though we hadn't heard about 
It or weren't aware uf that effect, 
when he -mid defend you r self? 

FATHER. NEELe This la true. Aino* 
not only Malcolm's brilliant teaching 
and brilliant nnsiysls of the sc°ne ir. 
America, bur also rha life conditions of 
The people, even those Blacks who 
hadn't heard of Male Dim., the life ren- 
ditions were enough to educate the peo- 
ple that this was rhe he ante that they 
had to take. 

Q: Would you describe yum work with 
The R ever end Martin Luther King and 
ihr ScaJLherrt ChrlsiLsn ! uierghip 
Conference (SCLC]i7 

FATHER NEIL: 1 first came- Into con- 
tact wlTh Dr. Mar fm Luihor King tn 
the early spring uf 1966, In She Ln- 
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'* tkWs? 1 it>us in Mississippi, un Au^usf 28, 1964, 

the Society fill! Bat>!i$t Church u ; jj £- bcm h,j , A , . ' ' 


attempted march from Selma to Mont- 
gomery. 0* course, we know rhe history 
of thar atrocity that went down* Peo- 
ple wore beaten, tear -gas Bed, ridden 
down by mounted police, and so forth* 
Well, right after that, Dr* King ! tinned 
a call for people from around the 
country to come and Join In thin march 
to Montgomery, and I went down the re. 
t worked for the SGLC, and the res- 
ponsibility that \ hail for them was that 
I was in charge of the oriental; lan of 
nil the people whes came to Montgomery 
to march. The orientation consisted of, 
literally, how to survive while you were 
Ln the ‘icuth; what things to do and what 
things not to dot and how to protect 
yourself; and So forth. It was during 
this time that l got to know King* 
through working with SCLC, Then, the 
ne*r year, In 196b. Dr. 'King and SCLC 
went to Chicago to point up the housing 
and poverty condition -4 of Blacks In 
Chicago; and there f worked along with 
Dr. King and SGLC also. 


HALLELUJAH! 

THE PEOPLE'S 
REVOLUTIONARY 
GOSPEL 
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COMT1NUBD FROM L.RST PAGB 

ciJems leading up to the Selma to 
Montgomery march* In Selma, Ala- 
bama, SN'CC (Student Non -Violent Co- 
ordinating, Committed] Ln response 
ta the shooting of Jimmy Lee Jackson, 
up in \jnnme Cnmity, SNO h-iti (tfM 

with the local residents, ITiey felt that 
in order to |x>int out that Jimmy Lee 
Jack-xm had hem VI lied because of 
his efforts to organize the Black com- 
munity r, t voting, that there should be 


a m irch starting in Monroe County, 
where Jimmy wan killed, going through 
Dallas County (where Selma is), on 
through Lowndes County, and on ro the 
Montgomery County, where the ataie 
capital Is, to dramatize the tmed for 
Blacks tq register to vote, the nee- 
for :j voting rights bUJ and the met 
that Blacks like Jimmy Lee Jackson 
were being murder *d because they 
Were trying to exercLse their rights. 
SNCC wfls joined by the SC LC in this 
effort. On March 9, 1965, was Lhe first 


ti 



....The inhere Lhi$ other priest and I were s laying vmis bombed. , r tt was fhe 

heme it/ Afi i. klyene (?H[.'vn,.,erie of the /ear Muck people who openly identified 
with the ettuf rights workers at that time.” 


Q; Were you in Cicero, illlnois, when 
they -were m arching ftu open housing 
cot^ditlons? 

E r AT HERN E '< l Ft ight. There we re df f - 
ferem aren^ in Chicago where wa ware 
marching for open housing. Some ware 
Marquette Park, Gage Park, South 
Deering (these are some of the not able 
places, where the moat dramatic, moat 
violent responses of the whitea in Chi- 
cago took place), li was toward thread 
of the summer of I960 thru an ooen 
housing march was attempted in Ci- 
cero* However, a march did not take 
place, because there was guch a vio- 
lent response on the part of the people 
In Cicero. 

q r You hsve been described as the 
1 ■ P anther Cleric" and " Huey P . Ne w - 
l mi' a Sptri to al Ad visor ", When and how 
did you become involved and 
ossoclAted with the Black Panther 
Party? 

FAT! [Eli NEEL; As 1 mentioned ear lEei 
1 came out here in July 1967, .and hack 
in Chicago 1 had heard about the Bsack 
-’anther Party, When i gar out here, 
1 heard about it. of course. This 1 b 
where it w.ia organized, 3 spent the 
Last 6 months of 1967 feeling my way 
ii round the zconn here. Than, around 
February* 1968,. i began visiting Huey 
at the Alameda County Jail* He wag 
there having been irrtrfitcd for the 
alleged shooting of same police officer 
Ln West Oakland (l can’t recta 5 1 Ms 
name. lr J s not important,) At any race. 
[ WJL-; visiting Huey in Alamed# County 
Tail. Shortly after this.* toward the end 
of 1968, when Bobby and David and 
several others were busted on thin al- 
leged Illegal weapons charge* con- 
spiracy to do something, after one of 
the hearings that Bobby had to go to up 
in Berkeley, l let David know that EJ 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PACE 
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believe m the way the Party has mousd, crvi, through ttiy aftstfrtuffon 
jod fh> oim experience/* (At the Block Printer Purfy'i first Free Breakfast 
Program, at Sf, Aivrusf rue's, m 


AS TOLD BY 
FATHER EARL A. NEIL. 
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the Party ever wanted a place to meet, 
to feel Tice to matt at St, Augustine's 
Church. That was on a Tuesday,, The 
very next nlghr they hud a meeting down 
3[ the church. From that point del, 
that's where tny actual association be- 
gan, and, as for .is I'm concerned, 
has beautifully developed, because I r m 
very flattered to be allowed to continue 
the relationship with the Party. Tm 
glad the Party haa allowed me to do 
this. 

Qi Could you tell us why you have 
continued ra work ho cloaely with the 
Party? 

FATH3R NEIL; Well, number one. I 
relate very much with the 10- point 
program. As 1 rr;ad the scene with 
RlaeSc people aerosR the country, I 
believe that the Black Panther Party 
has the moat Incisive analysis nnd 
response 10 the scene in America., 

Ah L suggested earlier, the mood 
pt R l bcVh around the country was 
changing (in 196SJ* the response of 
Blacks to the racism and oppression 
of this country, Wc ciw that the \o were - 
that- he iild not respond to non-vio- 
lence, so Blache were forced to take 
another stance. The Deacons fur De- 
fense and Justice during that time also 
aurvived. Of course, we had the street 
rebellions of Warts, and ao forth, and 
Blacks were standing up and trying to 
find a way w respond to the op- 
pression that they felt and lived with 
Jay by day. The Party, vary simply, 
3 a I understood the Party, was -vaytng 
we want to |:ut these programs Into 
operation; and i"“a been the case, 

hint lie ally, whenever these prog rn ms 
have been put into operation, the mili- 
tary has been sent in to stop them. 
The Party Sr saying that when ever rhe 
military is sent in, Black people will 
defend themselves, is we have, because 
wo can hnvc no defense from any 



i knew rh'atfhe [’arty would be getting 
r Lot of misunderstanding, a lot rtf 
flak, which it still cnmimcRs to do. 
However, S believe in the way Pie Party 
haa moved, hid, thr-rngh my own ub- 
h n r v at i 1 1 n and i ny own e xperlejice* P I us, 
!. I ■ v : - tha brothers and sljters In the 
Party, There .ire a lot of beautiful 
brothers and sisters in it. 

O : With what other organizations jure 
you presently involved, and what lb 
your work with them? 


copal Sens to lift up and try and change 
the racism that the Episcopal Church 
perpetuates in many areas: Be it in 
employment; be it in curriculum; be it 
Id business investmenta; and go forth. 

I'm nlso Chairman of rhe Ray Area 
Ad Ffor Committee on Grand Jury re- 
form, And* I'm Just s member of the 
community* in general; whatever 
groups want. If [ can be of assistance 
to any t ind of group t- thur function la 
the community. 


F ATI TE 11 N F IL ; I ana a member Ljf 
the Albino Black Clergy, which |h in 
IriEerdenoini national group of Black 
clergy in ihc Ray Area (Northern Ca- 
lifornia). (Joe nf Itie things that we Lry 
to do Is we try to show the role 
that organized religion has, as far as 
the Black Liberation Movement in con- 
cerned. 

Pm presently the Chairman u( the 
Bay Area Union of Bidet Rpiecopal- 


Q; At nne time you were a member of 
the ASartifda County Grand Jury, From 
yuux direct experience, could you give 
us your opinion of r.he workings of 
the Grand Jury and why .-jo lew Black 
and '.ither poor people a re selected for 
Grand Jury duty? 

FATHEl* HE lie 1 waa Od the Alameda 
County' Grand Jury In And cute 
reason why thaxe are so few Blacks, 
poor and young people on the Grand 
Jury Is because, of tly? way the grand 

ri. ...i ' .a j 1 ttjtJm™ 


im*. This might be referred to as a jury la because, of U\e way [be^rargi 
Blnrk Cnicttfl -Uft ^ 

church here ti^OaUuifnte W !■• it wc r* _ 

doing ta wu've FlncR^Epti- ' NEXT F AC f: 
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Preaching (jti the- revolutionary practice of Com rads Charge Jackson, tit the 
Mrmorial Service for the Field Marshal , 
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ifjiar. Each of the >iuper Lur courE judges 
(there are 25 in number^ nominated 2 
pscjple, known to rhem* to be un the 
grind jury. This means they may ju^it 
nominate rwo of their friends. They 
might be members jt their lical John 
Buch Society, their local MliUitertien 
society, [heir laCO-l KlWenae. incal 
Lions, loc.il Horary clubs, what have 
yon, and this Is 50 names. From 
these names, 10 name? are drawn 
(allegedly at random] to her a grand 
jury candidate. I 'hen, a .second drawing 
la held* again allegedly >t random, 
from which 19 names are d.rawn to com- 
plete the giuix! jury. fhe remaining 
11 namnn .ire -substitute grand jurors, 
'In cose the E.9 drawn cannot continue 
to function, they would lie replaced 
from the 11, 

It's Interesting that In the 1970 
d rafting on the panel of 30, there 
were h blacks; 5 of us were drawn. 
Blacks hove never enjoyed those odds 
before. Five our of 6 were drawn on 
the 1970 grand jury. Another interesting 
thing is that during the year, one of 
the Bloc it a and joe white had ro leave 
the gi and jury, because they had moved 
out i if [own. They went back to the 
rem dining .pane.] pi _ rjmJ they 

drew onb'whH^^iamh flnd the remaining 
Blacky Those odds' were itjUt- m-mirk- 


ihlo. That’s why l say the drawings 
are allegedly at random. This year, 
l believe, there were one Black, one 
Ch1C4fiO and tWn or three orSenUda, 
l>n, 1970, In my opinion, a[ipeared eo 
be the year for the Blacks, But anyway, 
the reason thflt so few young, Black 
and poor people are on Is because the 
Judges do not nominate people from 
the^c constituencies, They say thalthev 
don't know any, which may or may 
not be the cfste, 'this la why it in so 
important that oommunity groups 
of these constituencies (cr thy Blacks, 
young, poor and other ethnic minori- 
ties) submit names, to the superior 
court Judges, of people who would be 
willing to serve on the grand jury, 
rdnee they say they dd not kouw of 
anybody like ibLs. It Is perfectly leg.-J 
and perfectly all right, to do It this 
way* for groups to submit names to 
die Judges, so that their names may 
be placed Ln the bat. 

(ine other reason dial there are lew 
ethnic minorities an the grand jury is 
that the time involved Is tremendous , 
It takes about 3 days a wee":, and the 
pay la only 55 a day and most working 
people do not hnvp the time; nor do 
they have the kinds of Jobs that would 
allow them iu take 2 - 1 lays off 
Jut iiit', the week; nor is the pay that 
rhey, gel frorti Buying on the gr^nd jury 
commerisilri^ with th!elr salaries* *' 


However* there is no reason why 
people on wtBfare should not be allowed 
to serve on the gram] jury. They have 
both the time, and, If they’re getting 
their welfare nUotment, they don’t have 
.my 'Worry about Quinces, The names of 
people on welfare very definitely should 
he submitted and that would take in a 
lot of folks, a lot of young jisopie, a 
lot of ethnic minorities and a lot of 
poor people* So, the grand jurors 
would be chosen from that constituency, 
of those who have to receive joublic 
assistance. An argument leveled 
against this Is that these people do not 
hsve enough expertise Sn business 
matters. Well this is a big ho as in 
my opinion, because anybody who has 
to receive public assistance knows rhat 
welfare department Inside and out. 
Also* knowledge of business or ex- 
pertise Is not a prerequisite for -t grand 
juror, because of the other folk who 
.-if.rvpd on the grand jury. They didn’t 
know i 'u?lr left foot from tb>lr right 
hand. They slid not have that expertise 
at ill, ETs only qualification** ui 1 
536 It, for a grand Juror is that you 
have bows kind of sensi tivity to hit miF* 
needs, and just be a human being.** 

Q: You have recently been elected to it 
pus It Urn on the Standing Committee 
of the Episcopal Diocese of California, 
Gould yo-j explain more about thin and 
what ii means to you md to the com- 
m unity, and would this position take 
you sway from the work that you) fiav? 
been doing with community groups? 

FATHER NELL; £‘11 answer your list 
question first. No, tt will nut take me 
away, sodl would not accept the position 
If It did; bui. no. It wwH not, 1 
might also say that It does not mean 
that 1 wUI have to leave !>t. .Augustine'^ 
and move i > v pr to San F ranc i aco or any - 
thing like that, I'm serving on the com- 
mittee with no aeiflry, l don’t give up 
St. Augustine's or anything like that, 
ti will not take me away from what t 
have been doing* 

The Standing Committee is a com- 
mittee of the diocese, something like 
the Central Committee of die Black 
Panther Party, m that it is the body 
that functions and makes important de - 
cisterns involving the affairs of the dio- 
cese of Cal if om i e. So me *. if its f uacitons 
are these; If the Bishop m tbedlocenfl* 
who is the head of the diocese. cannot 
function, he may be LlJ, he may retire, 
he may die, if the diocese lu without 
a Bishop for any reason, then the 
Standing Committee is the committee 
that makcri- die decisions that he would 
in the dlncsSH. That' a one of Its 
functions, one of its rules. Another 
function is that before a congregation 
or h church can venture! into any huge 
financial obligation or contract, It must 
gp[ the approval from the Standing 
Committee. Before a irian can la? or- 
dained a priest In the church, he must 
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COO)$ hefore the Standing Committee 
and: be approved by llieni, Then, there 
-ire other admini strati ve matters [hat 
the Standing Committee deale wfth. tl 
some kind of difficulty takes place be- 
tween a clergyman and his congre- 
g at Ion, die Standing Committee will ar- 
bitrate that; some difficulty between 
the priest and rbe bishop, rhe Standing 
Committee will arbitrate chat. There 
are other Imisortant decision-making 
policies the Standing Committee exe- 
cutes. 

This Is the first time, to my 


knowledge, in the history of the diocese 
•)1 t illfornia dial Blocks have been tin 
such a committee. It's Important inthi^ 
aynae dial Blocks ire finally En -If- 
ctslcin- making positions at that level. 
I'm just dim 5f eight people on the 
Committed. There are some whites on 
the com nlttee that are very sensitive 
and very human and very fine. Christian 
people. At ;my rate, St's the first time 
in history that B1 have been In this 
type ot decision-making process. 
Around the country, the different dio- 
ceses around the country, each diocese 
has a standing committee. Often timed 
Blacks are nor at this decision- milking 
level. This la onr of the things that 


our union raises, that although Blacks 
pay their assessments* our financial 
obligations to the diu-euse and so forth, 
we have no ti-hare In the decision- 
making process, So, this is a step, 
st least. 


Mow huw this |Kisltliin can he used 
let bsnefii rhe? eoimtiunliy. Tit }ust 
have to rely upon ihe holy spirit of 
God to give me that direction; and 11 
He can use me in this capacity, then, 
believe me, \ will open myself up to 
It, 

Q: Since you have known liuey F, 
Newton lor siimn timn now, this leads 
To :i eking your opinion of hi* lest 
trial, In which another jury was un- 
able to reach a decision? 

K A THE El N T El : My opl nlo n of f h e who I n 
trial was that St was another step En 
the stale's attack to deplete thr- fin- 
ancial and the emotional rePoufcea, and 
psychological resources* of the Party 
and the community, 1 do not view this 
paui jury'* indecision as a victory at 
nil. The very' fact that Huey had to go 
through a third trial was unnecessary, 
in my opinion. Hie second trial was 
necessary In the sense that the pre- ■ 
vlous decision was reversed, but even 
that on i (the second trial) wouldn't 
have hud to have* happened. If the Judge, 
f rom thr get-gp, had done the correct 
thing. 

Even If die verdict had come down 
II . I* l would not think that this was 
i victory, because at thp very fact that 
he had to go through that. And l chink 
It wag a waste of time, a waste of die 
taxpayer's money. 1 chEtik that this 
should really he brought out, It was a 
waste of the taxpayer's money and all 
ill at money could he used for many 
other things. It could he used rn 1m* 
prove conditions ill the schools; for 
rehabilitation of men on probation or 
on parole; IT could he used to Im- 
prove conditions at Santa Rito or Ju- 
venile hall. There' re many things that 
i|ds taxpayer's money could be used 
for. rarher than to financially Tupsxirt 
the personal vendetta of Lowell Jensen, 
at. al, on Huey P. Newiun and the 
Black Panther Party, l view the In- 
ability to reach a verdict not v : a 
victory at all, but ns a -defeat fur 
justice In this country, tn this county 
itnd the world, by the very fact that 
he had Co go through Et. No mutter 
what decision they ctvmc out with, even 
Ef it was acquittal, the very fact that 
he had to go through this much stuff 
3n order to establish Ids Innocence is 
still an Indictment on the crlm'nal 
Justice In this country. 

Thank you very much Father Nell. 

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE 




